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danger a question liable to become more acutely accen-
tuated with each passing year. Finally, it has furnished
signal proof of the fairness and good-will with which two
friendly nations can approach and determine issues involv-
ing national sovereignty to a third power for adjudica-
tion."

Another notable diplomatic triumph of the year was also
recorded in the same message:

" Early in July, having received intelligence, which hap-
pily turned out to be erroneous, of the assassination of our
vice-consul at Beirut, I despatched a small squadron to
that port for such service as might be found necessary on
arrival. Although the attempt on the life of our vice-consul
had not been successful, yet the outrage was symptomatic
of a state of excitement and disorder which demanded im-
mediate attention. The arrival of the vessels had the hap-
piest result. A feeling of security at once took the place
of the former alarm and disquiet; our officers were cor-
dially welcomed by the Consular body and the leading mer-
chants, and ordinary business resumed its activity. The
government of the Sultan gave a considerate hearing to
the representations of our minister; the official who was
regarded as responsible for the disturbed condition of af-
fairs was removed. Our relations with the Turkish Gov-
ernment remain friendly; our claims founded on inequit-
able treatment of some of our schools and missions appear
to be in process of amicable adjustment.''

The cordial and mutually helpful relations that existed
between the President and members of his Cabinet are re-
vealed in correspondence which passed between him and
them at various times. On July 11, 1903, he wrote from
Oyster Bay, to Secretary Hay, who was in Washington:

"By this time it is absolutely needless for me to tell you
not merely what an immense help you are to me, but what
a perpetual delight and comfort. Of course, do not ever
give a thought to the newspaper and other swine who de-